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SOUTH SCHOOL 


CROOKS CORNER 


WHEN LIFE WAS EASY - SCHOOL DAYS 


Growing up in South Bellingham during 
the 1950's was nice. Before we got 

to drive and become young adults, we 
pretty much depended upon our parents. 
My first day in school was in the fall 
of 1952. My father took the morning 
off from work to take me to my first 
class. It was at the old South School. 
The big white school house at Crooks 
Corner. My dad's car was a 1947 big 
black DeSoto. I was really unsure of 
what was taking place. I remember 
walking up the cement walkway with dad 
from Pulaski Blvd. Walking up the 
stairs and later on being told that 
this was the boys entrance to the 
schoolhouse. The front door was a big 
old heavy green thing held open by 
some type of hook. There was a teacher 
at the door telling us to remove our 
hats before entering the building. 

The same teacher was telling us where 
to hang our coats in the hallway. The 
coat hooks were always to:high. A 
soon to be lifetime friend helped me 
hang my coat up. His name is Jerry 
Smith. His family ran Smitty's Gas 
Station on Pulaski Blvd. past the 
Bellingham Drive-In. 


The hallway outside the classroom was 
dark and L shaped with big swinging 
doors separating parts of the building. 
All of the wood on the walls was brown 
in color, tin ceilings and polished 
oak floors. A big sink with a bubbler 
was against the wall. Across from the 
classroom, learning later on, was the 
nurse's room. Miss King was our 


school nurse throughout our grammar 
school years. Our teacher introduced 
herself to each one of us. Soon the 
bell rang and my dad told me that the 
teacher would take care of me. He 
gave me a hug and said 'be a good boy' 
and he was gone. The teacher led all 
of us students into the classroom. 


My teachers' name was Mrs. (Helen) 
Spont. Mrs. Spont would be my teacher 
not only in the first grade but the 
second, third and fourth grades. The 
teacher introduced each one of us to 
the class and then assigned us to a 
seat. That would be our seat through- 
out the school year. The iron and 
wood desk and chair were bolted to the 
floor. The janitor would come in and 
adjust the desk and chair according to 
your height. The floors were freshly 
polished and the slate chalk boards 
were clean and black. Our first task 
that we learned was to respect the 
flag and the pledge of allegiance. 

The room smelled of fresh paint. Most 
everyone had pencil boxes. Soon paper 
and pencils were passed around and we 
began writing our A, B, C's. We were 
told that we could not speak unless we 
raised our hands and were called upon. 


In the room was a big desk for the 
teacher. Two sides of the room had 
high windows with upper and lower 
shades. The upper shades needed a pole 
hook to raise or lower them. Two walls 
had blackboards. One having a door to 
the hall and one wall had a closet door 
and a hall door leading to another 
classroom. There was a big clock over 
one black board near the hanging Ameri- 
can flag. One black board had a shade 
type pull down map of the world. 


Ten A.M. the recess bell rang and we 
got up from our chairs and went into 


the hall. The girls went with the 
teacher. The boys went with the prin- 
cipal Mr. (Anthony) Minichiello and 


was shown where the boys room was. 

It was located down the stairs and in 
the cellar. Extremely scary for a 
first grader. These stairs were the 
boys stairs. Even the cellar was 
separated between boys and girls 
sides.. 


Later on during the year and every 
year thereafter our health exams were 
given in another part of this big 
creepy, dark dirty cellar. Dr. 
Shenker would give us our checkups 
and Miss King would give us our eye 
examinations. Years later during the 
polio epidemic, this is where we were 
given our first of three polio inocu- 
lations. 


When we went outdoors for recess we 
learned that the play yard was also 
separated between the boy and girl 
sides by an imaginary line strictly 
monitored by a teacher. The boys 
Side was the better side because we 
had a separate entrance to the cellar. 
We also had trees on our side that we 
use to play tree tag. Those trees 
are still there. The front yard 
grassy area was off limits to every- 
one., as well as the walkway that 

me and my dad used earlier. The 
grassy area contained the World War 
II Honor Roll and a steel sign Beau- 
seliel Square. 


Our school property was a triangle 
shape. The backside bordered a resi- 
dential area. One residence was the 
Purich family. Later on when the 
South School became a Jr. High School, 
Mr. (Bob) Purich taught here. The 
girls side bordered on South Main St. 
facing the residence of another teach- 
er who taught here and later on be- 
came principal., Mr. Joseph DiPietro. 
One student, Brian Vass’ lived across 
from the school. Some of us thought 
how wonderful it would have been to 
live across the street from the 
school. But many of us that had ex- 
cuses of why not to go to school 
thought it a bad idea to live there. 
Across the Pulaski Blvd. side of the 
school yard you could see the remains 
of the old Crooks Tavern. Next to 

the Crooks Tavern was the Ideal/Model 
Dairy and the Lenox Restaurant. In 
later years, at lunch time, on Fridays 
we were allowed with supervision to 
cross the street to go to the Lenox 
for fish and chips. Student crossing 
guards would safely cross us. Across 
Wrentham St. was the Assumption Church. 


Old Assumption Parish 


Recess being over, the bell would ring 
and we assembled in a straight line to 
re-enter the school. Again the 
teacher being at the door to remind 
you to be quiet and to remove your 
hats. Sometime, during the school 
year we were introduced to our first 
reading book, 'Dick and Jane’. 

Around noon a ‘clinging’ sound, a 
sound we would associate with lunch. 
would become familiar. The sound was 
of cases of ice cold milk being deliv- 
ered by Mr. Fleuette of the Ideal 
Dairy from across the street. When 
the lunch bell would ring each 

student that took their own lunch 
would eat at their desk. Most of us 
had our lunch in brown paper bags. 


Very few of us had lunch boxes. The 
teacher would collect the money from 
the students wanting milk. Two cents 
for white milk and three cents for 
chocolate. What a bonus it would be 
if we got a little chunk of ice on 
top. After you ate your lunch and 
cleaned up you would go outside for 
fresh air. No student was allowed 

to stay indoors. When lunch hour end- 
ed we would be back in the classroom 
until 3 p.m. when school was dismiss- 
ed for the day. The buses would be 
waiting to take us home. My bus would 
be either Rakeville or Silver Lake. I 
always got confused because we lived 
in the middle of two routes. My 
Sister was always there to help me out. 


For years our bus driver was Whitey. 
The buses were commercial buses run by 
the Johnson Bus Lines. Soon we were 
home. It was a very long day. The 
next day was even longer because now 
we had to take the bus to school. How 
quick we learned the routine. I forgot 
to mention that there were 32 students 
in our classroom. Mrs. Spont my first 
grade teacher is still my cherished . 
friend. She has served several years © 
with me upon the Bellingham Historical 
Commission. There are so many memories 
of this old fine school and cherished 
friends, when life in South Bellingham 
was easy and Pulaski Blvd. was beautifu. 


Ernest Taft 
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CORRECTIONS: 


Not long ago, we ran a story about LAKEVIEW FARM, South Main 
Street with the knowledge we had (assuming it was correct). We have 
recently received some corrections.... 


Joseph Ray, 


a Textile Industrialist, 


from Franklin originally 


owned the land--including a race track around the pond, with a 


judge's stand. 


Lt existed.until the mid °1930s% 


Captain Ferdinand de Jony purchased approximately 444 acres 
from Mr. Ray(including the track and pond.) Edgar Wade later pur- 


chased the land from Capt.de Jony. 
WW II. 


The lake was destroyed after 


Andor de Jony-Capt de Jony's son--was my father. He was the 
TOWN MODERATOR of Bellingham in the 1930s-1940s. 


I grew up on the Lakeview Farm with my brother, Andor,Jr. and 
sisters: MaryEllen and Melanie. The lake was a wonderful play- 


ground for us children. 


the 
We, sister and brother left/Bellingham area in 1942. I gradu- 


ated from Bellingham High School in that year. 
This, in "histories-mysteries" is about a good life on the 
best of lands-—---OUR FIRST HOME IN AMERICA, 
Lenore(de Jony) Colletto 
**We apologize for any eras in our writings..We do the best we can 
with what knowledge we have..... 


Historical Commission 
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My Country wae ot t 


in the center of town, the celebrations on Memorial Day,or Dec- 
oration Day, were of great importance to us------ 


Back in the '30s--three parades were held in town. The ist 
parade was held in the South end of town at noon. It then moved 
to North Bellingham Cemetery and then to the Center. Flag bri- 
gades and marchers would gather at the Charles River Bridge to 
honor fallen Naval Veterans. 


In the Center of town, a group of veterans and students 
would march to the Center Cemetery to the beat of drums and we 
all would carry an American Flag. As we stood beneath some tower 
ing trees, we were proud to be American's and to honor veterans 
who had gone before us. Flowers were placed on servicemen's graves 
‘These graves were also decorated with flowers.(Today flowers are 
placed on many family plots....Third and fourth graders recited 
poems and all sang patriotic songs: 


Do you remember" IN FLANDERS’ FIELD dou eo 


In Flanders Fields the poppies grow 
Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our places; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly, 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 


We are the dead; short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders Field. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe! 

To you from falling hands we throw 

The torch; Be yours to hold it high! 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In FLANDERS FIELDS. 


John McRae 


THE BLUE AND THE GRAY From the silence of sorrowful 


By Francis Miles Finch hearts, 
The desolate mourners go, 
_ By the flow of an inland river Lovingly laden with flowers 
When the fleets of iron have fled, Alike for the friend and the foe; — 
Where the blades of the grave Under the sod and the dew 
grass quiver, Waiting the judgement day; — 
Asleep are the ranks of the dead — Under the roses the Blue; 
Under the sod and the dew Under the lilies the Gray. 


Waiting the judgement day; — 
Under the one the Blue; 


Under the other the Gray. C=) SS 
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Excerpts from: 
Victory Cook Book 
Wartime Edition 
Garden City Publishing Co., Inc., 
New York 1943 


“Food shortages 1n this as in all wars will 
be due to lack of man power for production, 
lack of transportation facilities for 
distribution, and reservation for shippable 
foods for the armed forces. This war is 
complicated...by the number of places from 
which food can not be shipped and by the 
wide scattering of places to which our food 
supplies must be distributed to feed our own 
and allied military forces. Many of our 
imports are in the condiment class and we 
will learn to do without them. Some are 
valuable foods - sugar, bananas, chocolate — 
and for these we will need to substitute.” 

American women are becoming ac- 
customed to foods that could be purchased 
in tin cans. Metal shortages are threatening 
these supplies and the supply may be cut off 
altogether. 

Since fats and oils are needed to make 
soaps and gunpowder as well as for foods, 
housewives probably will be called upon to 
stop using them. 

“Women will need not only to prepare all 
the food needed in her household, but to 
raise her own garden and poultry and to save 
every last bit, as has not been done in 
several generations.” 

Also, in restricted defense areas, trans- 
portation facilities will sometimes be 
clogged with defense materials being moved 
in and out. All other shipments will have to 
wait. Special shortages will come about in 
these clogged areas. 


SOUPS 

The reduced supply of canned soups and 
the necessity of using every bit of food that 
enters the kitchen brings back the making of 
soup. Everything except sweets can go into 
the soup pot. Drain all vegetable liquid as 
well as the liquid from canned vegetables 
into the soup pot. If the drippings from a 
roast are not used for gravy, add all but the 


fat to the soup. Use the fat for something else. 
All leftovers can go into the soup — even a fried 
egg or a bit of omelet or cooked liver can be 
minced and added to the pot. Use common 
sense and imagination and delicious soups will 
result. 


USE THE MORE PERISHABLE MEATS 

“Smoked meats and the larger cuts of fresh 
meat can be shipped to the armed forces. The 
smaller cuts and the more perishable parts of 
the animal — liver, sweetbreads, kidneys, heart 
and tripe — are left for those on the home front. 
This is no hardship but a distinct advantage, for 
these parts contain more vitamins than those we 
are more accustomed to using. They also cost 
less.” 


SAVE ALL FATS AND OILS 

“Save every ounce of fat: use what you need 
for cooking and take the rest to your meat 
dealer, who will pay you for it.” These 
reclaimed fats will not be used for food but will 
be used in the manufacture of munitions and 
soap. 


FISH AND SEA FOOD 

There probably will be no shortage of fish or 
sea food except for that which is caught a long 
way from shore or that can be salted. These 
will be needed for the armed forces. Save fat 
by broiling, baking, poaching or boiling fish 
rather than frying. 


EGGS ARE VALUABLE FOOD 

Eggs are a valuable source of vitamins and 
minerals. There should be enough to use freely 
except if large amounts are dried and shipped 
abroad to the armed forces then they may 
become too expensive to use except in entrees. 
When making a cake that calls for several eggs, 
the number can be reduced to 2 and % 
teaspoon baking powder added for each egg 
omitted. Two left over egg whites or yolks can 
replace a whole egg in most recipes. A 
meringue with about the same volume as. using 
three egg whites can be made by using 2 egg 


whites and 3 tablespoons of water. 
Continued on next page 


CHEESE IN AMERICA 

American manufacturers are now 
producing some of the cheeses formerly 
imported from Europe. Some of the harder 
cheeses are being shipped to the armed 
forces, but there should be plenty of the soft 
cheeses. Cheese has a high mineral, 
protein, and vitamin content making it a 
good substitute for meat. Cottage cheese 
can be made in the home from sour milk or 
skimmed milk with a rennet tablet. Use 
cottage cheese with fruits and vegetables in 
salads and with whole wheat wafers for 
dessert and accomplish the dual purpose of 
saving sugar and adding vitamins and 
minerals to the diet. 


SAVE THE MINERALS AND VITAMINS 
IN VEGETABLES 

The minerals and vitamins dissolved in 
the cooking liquid of vegetables may be 
used by mixing with tomato juice and 
serving as an appetizer or by using in soups 
or sauces. 


SALADS FOR VARIETY 

“If transportation facilities become so 
restricted that the varieties of food available 
are limited to those produced within a 
relatively small area, the problem of the 
homemaker will be to serve those foods in 
such a variety of ways that they do not 
become monotonous. Carrots, green peas, 
fresh spinach and chard seem like entirely 
different vegetables when served uncooked 
in salads. Domestic vegetable oils from 
some source will probably be available for 
dressings, but many will prefer bacon 
drippings and cracklings for hot salads.” 


SERVE MEATLESS DISHES 

“If the supply of meat becomes limited, 
the homemaker may have to turn to other 
foods to give her family the necessary 
proteins. Dried peas, beans and lentils are 
good protein foods; so are nuts which supply 
fats as well. The pea beans ordinarily used 
for Boston baked beans are being bought up 
for the armed forces, but other beans such as 
pinto beans, soybeans or cowpeas may be 
used in their place. Leftover baked beans 


may be used in soups, sandwiches or loaves; 
they combine well with onions, green peppers 
and tomatoes.” 


PROTECT THE DIET WITH WHOLE 
GRAINS 

Whole grain cereals can be used as alter- 
natives if the price of meat and of eggs keep 
getting higher. These will help avoid a de- 
ficiency in minerals and vitamins. Honey, 
com syrup, brown sugar, molasses and 
sorghum may even be better liked on cereal 
than white sugar which they replace. Luncheon 
dishes and dinner dishes may include cereals 
with cheese, tomatoes, green peppers or onions. 
Soybean flour may replace % of wheat flour in 
all types of yeast and quick breads. Rendered 
chicken fat or bacon drippings make good 
shortenings for breads and give them flavor. 
The amount of shortening may be reduced with 
little effect, if chopped nuts are added. 


HONEY FOR CAKES and COOKIES 

In cakes replace ‘2 the white sugar with 
honey and _ reduce the liquid by %. Brown 
sugar or maple sugar may be used in place of 
equal amounts of white sugar. Vegetable oils 
and fats as well as clarified poultry fat may be 
used for shortening in cakes and cookies. 
Bacon fat may be used in gingerbread, spice 
cake or spice cookies. 


SIMPLE DESSERTS 

“Elaborate desserts are out of place in 
wartime; use fresh fruit or crackers and cheese 
frequently. Simple desserts such as custards, 
ice creams, steamed puddings and fruit 
cobblers may be made with an equal amount of 
honey, brown sugar, maple sugar, corn syrup or 
maple syrup instead of white sugar.” 


PIES ARE STILL POSSIBLE 

Chicken and bacon fats rendered at home 
can be used for pastry. Have the fat well 
chilled Save on fat by making deep dish or one 
crust pies. 


With the abundance of food now available and 
the easy accesses to it, it is hard to imagine 
these food recommendations and ideas from 64 
years ago, but it was wartime. mac 


THE NEW ENGLAND COUNTRY CLUB 


Paine St...Bates Hill 


First known as the Winnesucket 
Country Club. This club was 
incorporated in 1900. This is 
the oldest country club in town, 
first appearing in the tax book 
of 1916.. Located on the orig- 
inal 18th hole is a stone Marker 
for the old Rehoboth Road. 


1989 Depot Court residents on the 
left Lionel Remillard and Julio 

Pugliese getting ready to tee off 
at the Winnesucket Country Club. 
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DATE 


DAVENPORT PROCARD SELF——_ 


ATTESTED) 


MEN’S SCORE CARD 


U.S.G.A. Rules Govern All Piay Unless Modified : 
by the Following Local Rules: South Bellingham, Mass. 


LEARN THE RULES AND ENJOY GOLF. MEN’s SCORE CARD 


Slow players must give way to faster players. 

Ball lying within a club’s Jength from any un- 
movable rock may be dropped without penalty. 

Ball lying in roadways may be dropped without 
penalty. 

Ball lying within a club’s length of pipes anywhere 
on course may be dropped without penalty. 

Ball in the pond on No. 9 hole may be dropped 
back of same. Penalty one stroke. 

It is.important that all players familiarize them- 
selves with the rules and observe Golf Etiquette at 
all times. 


PLEASE *KEPLACE “ALL. “DFVOTS” AND 
SMOOTH FOOTPRINTS IN SAND TRAPS. 


A a aR Sen rae es 2 
TONY GUIMELLI, Golf Profes-ional 


THINGS I MISS SEEING MOTHER DO!!! 


Frequently we reminiscent of different times......... ay 


. darning holes in socks,instead of throwing them out: 


. turning my father's shirt collars: 


.soaking beans overnight and baking them next day, on the back 


of a cast-iron stove! 


. scrubbing soiled clothes on a metal scrub board - 


. making REAL orange/lemon ade- 
. ironing with an electric mangle: 


. reeling in a line of clothes(blowing in the wind) at a 2nd 


floor window. 


. changing into afternoon clothes each day after dinner. 
. hosting afternoon card parties(3-4 tables) once a month. 
. baking pies and/or cakes several times a week (we all hada 


sweet tooth). 


. wearing a hat and gloves to church every Sunday- 


Never think you've seen that last of 
anything... 
EUDORA WELTY.. 


THE WORTH WHILE OF LIFE 
by Edgar A. Guest 


You haven't made a mess of life 
If you have made someone rejoice, 
If someone, in the heated strife, 
Has smiled just to hear your voice. 
If you have only been a friend 
To someone who has found you true, 
Your faults won't matter in the end. 
Grieve not for what you failed to do. 


You are not here to hoard up gold, 
You are not here to rise above, 

Your fellow man. Your history's told 
In Heaven in the Book of Love. 

If there 'tis written you have been 
A kind and gentle dweller here, 

When life is o'er you'll enter in 
The Land of Peace; so have no fear. 


It matters not how weak your hand, 
How frail your body in the fight; 
Though here you build upon the sand 
And leave no symbol of your might 
In works that those behind may see, 
If someone sheds a tear for you, 
And sighs for love that used to be, 
Your life will entered be as true. 


GOOD LUCK SUPERSTITIONS 


It’s good luck to: 


. Cook dried beans, peas or dried 


fruit on New Year’s. 


. Meet a nun walking alone. 
. Wave to an engineer on a loco- 


motive. 


. Have a rabbit cross your path. 
. Shake hands with a cross-eyed 


person. 


. See the new moon in the clear 


EIEN REE 


13. 


14. 


and have both hands full or oc- 
cupied. 


. Find a four-leaf clover. 
. Drop a dish rag, means company 


for the next meal. 


. Have a rooster crow at the steps 


is a sure sign of a visitor. 


. Have your left hand itch is a 


sign or receiving money. 


. Have your right hand itch is a 


sign of meeting a stranger. 


. Kiss a red-headed person will 


cure fever blisters. 

See a load of hay and make a 
wish. 

Have the bottom of your foot 
itch is a sign of walking on 
strange ground. 


History of the Bellingham Fire Department 1987-2006 


Back in the mid 1980s Retired Fire Chief Vincent Thayer and I worked on a 5 
part History of the Bellingham Fire Department. The articles featured activity from the 
Department’s inception through early 1987. At that time I had just completed my 10" 
year as Fire Chief. As I commemorate my 30" year as Fire Chief on January 24, 2007, I 
thought it would be nice to update the history from 1987 to date. Below is the history: 


1987 

In 1987 the Department responded to 1413 calls with 917 calls for the Rescue 
division. The “Captain No-Burn” Fire Prevention Education program was continued in 
the Town elementary schools by Firefighter Richard Marcoux. Numerous fire safety 
spots were broadcast over the Town cable TV network 


In the fall of 1987 a Paramedic intercept team was established by Milford 
Hospital. This was an exciting time for the Rescue services in the area. The Town 
residents could now receive Advanced Life Support (ALS) treatment. 


The bids for the new fire station came in high forcing the Fire/Police Building 
Committee to seek additional funding. 


In October an arrest was made for a fire.at the former Ober’s Express. The fire 
was Set by juveniles. 


1988 


In 1988 the Department responded to 1337 calls with 881 calls for the Rescue 
Division. The Department continued its fire safety education programs in the schools. 


A new brush fire truck, a 1988 Ford F 350 was purchased and put into service in 
August. Specifications for a new fire Pumper was completed and would be put out to bid 
in January 1989. 


All personnel were trained in Hazardous Materials Operational level to have the 
ability to recognize and identify hazardous materials. This training was provided by 
Firefighter Robert Provost. 


The Fire/Police Building Committee rebid the fire and police station projects. A 
contract was awarded to F.W. Madigan from Worcester, MA to construct the new fire 
station on land on Blackstone St. Construction of the station began in October and was 
projected to be completed in late summer 1989. 


On 1/11 a major fire occurred at the N.E.R. property on Mendon St. The next da 
an early morning fire resulted in an elderly female being rescued by ladders from the 2” 
floor of a house on Laurel Ln. 


In November a garage fire at the Lussier residence on South Main St. was 
confined to the attached garage preventing major damage to the main house. 


-10- 


198 


The Department responded to 1397 calls with 886 Rescue calls. Fire prevention 
education continued in the schools under the direction of Chief Ranieri. 


A new 1,500 g.p.m. fire Pumper (Engine 6) was put into service in August. It was 
purchased from Emergency One, Inc. It replaced the old Engine 6 which was a 1960 Ford 
750 g.p.m. Pumper. The addition of the new truck increased the pumping capacity of the 
Department. The 1960 truck was sold to the Town of Merrill, Maine for $1,200. A 
request was submitted to the Capital Improvement Committee to upgrade the aging fleet. 


Andre Genereux was appointed the Rescue Co-ordinator in November. 


A new air cascade system was put into service in the fall. This gave the 
department the ability to refill its air tanks after emergencies rather than sending to area 
departments. 


Finally, through the efforts of the Fire/Police Building Committee the completion 
of the new fire station on Blackstone St.; became a reality. The building was dedicated on 
October 15, 1989. 


In 1989 the Town accepted a by-law requiring that all buildings or additions in 
excess of 7,500 square feet be provided with automatic sprinklers. 


A house fire on Locust Street in January resulted in a loss of life to the building 
occupant. The occupant was brought from the building and efforts to resuscitate her were 
not successful. It appears that she was attempting to extinguish the fire when she 
apparently was overcome. 


A roof fire at Stallbrook School was caused by workmen repairing the roof and 
igniting wood structural members. There were no injuries. 


1990 
The department responded to 1248 emergency calls with 823 in the rescue 
division. 


Chief Ranieri appointed Firefighter Thomas Guerin as the Inspection Coordinator. 
Fire safety education continued through out the elementary schools. 


A new inflatable water rescue raft was received from the E.M.S. Committee to be 
used for water rescue emergencies. Special thanks to Firefighter Chris Bergeron and 
Chris Milot who assisted with the purchase and training of the device. 


Firefighter Thomas Guerin was appointed Training Coordinator and Andre 
Genereux was appointed E.M.S. Coordinator. 


The department received two new defibrillators through the efforts of the E.M.S. 
Committee. Personnel were trained in the use of these new life saving devices. 


The Town adopted a by-law requiring that any new or substantially renovated 
building occupied for residential purposes containing four or more dwelling units be 
equipped with automatic sprinklers. This new by-law coupled with the 1989 by-law 
requiring sprinklers in buildings of 7,500 square feet is a positive step in ensuring public 
safety. 

Le 


In January 1990 a fire at 80 Locust St in a multi-family apartment created heavy 
damage to the cellar and smoke damage throughout. Franklin FD assisted at the scene. 


_ In September 1990 a fire occurred at Scandia Kitchens. The automatic sprinklers 
confined the fire to one area of the building. A fire of suspicious origin determined to be 
arson destroyed a vacant house on Reservoir Drive 


In December a second fire struck at Scandia Kitchens. It was found that a glue 
gun shorted out or overheated igniting nearby wood materials. 


1991 
The department responded to 1246 calls with 792 being in the Rescue division. 
Firefighters Chris Bergeron, Chris Milot and other E.M.S. committee members arranged 


for several demonstrations of vehicle extrication equipment to upgrade the existing “Jaws 
of Life”. 


An early morning fire in January on Lakeshore Drive resulted in a female 
occupant being rescued from the burning building. In June a serious fire occurred at the 
Ryan residence on North Street. Due to the lack of town water in the area, mutual aid 
from several area communities with water tankers was necessary. 


An 8 acre brush fire occurred on North St. in October. Mutual aid was received 
from the State forestry department and area towns. 


1992 
The department responded to 1318 calls which included 810 Rescue calls. 


In the fall a 1992 International/Emergency One 1,250 g.p.m. Pumper was put into 
service at Station 1. It replaced the former Engine 3 a 1970 Ford 750 G.p.m. Pumper. The 
department also requested a new Rescue to replace the 1986 Ford which was having 
numerous mechanical problems. 


The department personnel were certified in Ice Rescue Techniques. The 
department received rope bags, submersion suits and equipment for that purpose. It 


expanded the department’s ability to respond and safely operate at Ice and Water 
Emergencies, 


An April house fire on Lake Street resulted in heavy damage. It appeared to have 
been caused by wet wood being left on top of a woodstove to dry out. 


In May a 25 acre brush fire occurred in the Saddleback Hill Neighborhood 
resulting in the need for mutual aid from the State Forestry and area departments. As a 
result of this fire lasting all day, the Fire Department was not able to participate in the 
Memorial Day Parade. This was the first time to my knowledge that the Fire Department 
did not participate. 


In July the Department responded to a multi-alarm fire in Mendon at the 
Westwood Lumber Company. 


In October, two juveniles were arrested and charged with arson in relation to a 
major fire at the former Thomas Chicken Coops on Hartford Ave. The large multi-story 
building was heavily involved in fire. The heat was so intense that it melted the lenses on 
a fire truck 150 feet away. The other buildings at the property were protected with water 
due to radiant heat and flying brands. =12- 


In December a major snow storm occurred on the 12" resulting in numerous calls 
for downed wires. A power outage occurred at Wrentham Manor and was going to be 
long term duration. Residents of Wrentham Manor were assisted on a bus provided by 
Vendetti Bus Company and transported to the Bellingham High School for sheltering. 


1993 


The Department responded to 1418 calls with 933 of them were Rescue calls. Fire 
education continued in the schools. Through the efforts of the department with the 
cooperation of the Woonsocket Fire Department, the “Fire Safety House” was brought to 
the schools. This “house” is a mobile trailer which is set up like rooms in a typical house. 
There are many fire hazards found which are similar to those in a home. The students get 
to identify the hazards, call the emergency number, and crawl out of a “smoke” filled 
room to safety down a ladder. 


A new Rescue vehicle was ordered and was due to arrive in the spring of 1994. A 
new set of extrication tools was purchased and delivered to the department in mid- 
December. The old “Jaws of Life” was kept as a back up. 


The department personnel became certified in the administration of Epinephrine 
auto injectors to enhance life saving capabilities. 


FF Michael Marcet was appointed as a full time firefighter. 


In February a fire occurred at Depot Court resulting in damage to one apartment. 
Careless disposal of smoking materials was listed as the cause. In July a5 acre brush fire 
was responded to on Chamberlain Drive and the department was provided assistance 
from area departments. 


In August an arson fire destroyed a vacant Victorian style house at 799 South 
Main St. Several teenagers from area Towns were arrested for setting the fire. The house 
was located next to the former Zhawred property now the site of the Bellingham 
Marketplace. 


Richard F. Ranieri 
Fire Chief 
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Continued....next issue. 


DEATHS 

SPRINGTIME Edward F. Lambert 
The misty blue above me, Joan (Wellman) Saunders” 
The green grass down below: Patricia I. (Graves) Phipps 
I hear the birds a-singing, John H. {(J.T.)Thompson 
a-chirping as they go. Ann T. Pleau 
White, puffy clouds are sailing, Mildred C. Hazard 
The trees are laced with green: RosaMae Young 
The deep blue lake before me, | Ernest H. Cooper 
Displays a sparkly sheen. | Helen O. Grenier 
The breeze is soft and whisp'ry, 
The air is warm, sublime: 
And fruit trees are in blossom 
To herald the springtime! 

by Correction: In the deaths in the last 
Nicole Moore issue Edward Slavin's name should have 


been William Slavin. 
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MAILBOX 
NEWS 


CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS--- 


Enclosed is a donation in mem- 
ory of my aunt, Bernice Murray Roch 
ford. Her son told me that she en- 
joyed reading every issue. 

Ieenj@y it also; 


Mary Jane Locklin 


CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS---- 


Enclosed is a check to help 
with the publication. 

I hyve enjoyed receiving and 
reading all of the issues. It 
brings back many memories of my 
youth, when I resided on Mechanic 
Street.(rte.140). 

Keep it coming and GOD BLESS. 


Bill Bruneau 


CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS------ 


I read Crimpville Comments from 
cover to cover...and LOVE it. 

Enclosed is a check to help 
with expenses. 


Please change my name... 


Lucille M. Laliberte 


CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS: 


I only lived in Bellingham 
when I was a little girl, but my 
grandparents and parents were 
there quite a few years. Ireally 
enjoy the stories and seeing the 
old pictures. 


Enclosed is a check to help 
OuG eee. 


I am Winslow Kay's grand- 
duughter. 


Shirley Silverstone 
Miller 


Dear Crimpville Comments: 


I really enjoyed "The Day 
Gone By" article in which 
it mentioned my Dad,"Warren 
Bates" and his beautiful team 
of horses. If you or anyone 
has additional information 
regarding the Bates Farm, it 
would be enjoyable to read. 


Please accept this donaticy 
I always enjoy reading the 
Crimpville Comments. 


Warmest Regarts 
Virginia Bates Johnson 


DONATIONS 


William (Bill) Bruneau 

Mary Jane Locklin 

-~-in memory of Bernice Murray Locklin 
Virginia Bates Johnson 

Shirley Miller 

Lucille Laliberte 
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